
 
 

AP Biology 
 

Course Description 
 

 
The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a two-
semester college introductory biology course.  AP Biology includes 
topics regularly covered in a college biology course for majors. The 
college course in biology differs significantly from the usual first high 
school course in biology with respect to the kind of textbook used, the 
range and depth of topics covered, the type of laboratory work done 
by students, and the time and effort required of students. 
 
The types of labs done by AP students must be the equivalent of those 
done by college students. The AP Biology course is designed to be 
taken by students after the successful completion of a first course in 
high school biology and one in high school chemistry as 
well. It aims to provide students with the conceptual framework, 
factual knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal critically 
with the rapidly changing science of biology 
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